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Integratinglinteractive
whiteboardslintolstudent
learninglatINarrabrilWest!

hisl yearl wel have

purchased! and
installedl twol interactive
whiteboards.] Thesel are
alsol referredl tol as
‘Smartboards’,l whichll is
thel brandl namel off the
versionsiwelhave.

Theylhavelbeeniplacedlin
thel1Miandi6Cliclassrooms.IMriCornishlandiMrsIMoorelare
alreadyiusingithemiextensivelylwithitheiriclasses;lhowever
welhavelmadelarrangementsiforlalliclassesitolhavelaccess
solthatlalll studentsl cani benefitl fromithelexcitingllearning
opportunitiesl they(l provide.l Ourll teachersl arell undergoing
traininglinl thel usell of] thesel andl arell eager( tol implement
themiintoltheiriclassroomilearningiprograms.

Welhavel committediourselvesitolpurchasinglatlleastione
morel thisl year.] Thisl onel willl bel installedl inl the
Kindergartenl roomsl sol that] ourl 20080 Kindergarten
studentsl canl benefit] fromil themi asl soonl asl they? start
school [ Itlislexcitingltolthinklofithel skillsitheyiwillldevelop
asl theyl movel throughl theirl schoolingl havingll hadl the
opportunityl tol usel thisl technologyl fromil suchi ani early
stage.

Wel arelalsol hopingltoluselthell proceedsl fromithislyear’s
schooll fete,l asl welll asl otherl sourcesl ofi funding,l to
purchasel additionall units.] Eachl ‘Smartboard’l costs
approximatelyl $70000 installed,l sol equippingll thell school
withl thesel sl al majorl financiall undertaking,l howeverl the
opportunities theyl offerl makel this anlimportantl prioritylin
ourdfuturel planning.1Al‘Smartboard’linl everyl classroomiis
ourlultimatelgoaliandiwelhopeltoihavelachievedithisibylat
leastithelendlofi2009.01Byithelendiofi20081welhopeltolat
leastlhavelal'Smartboardlinleachiclassroomiblock,lsolthat
theyicanibelsharedibyiadjoiningiclassrooms.

Thislissuel ofl ‘Informingl ParentsI willl explaini somell ofi the
useslandibenefitsiofitheseltechnologyitools.

Whatlislanlinteractivelwhiteboard?

Anlinteractivelwhiteboardlisiallargeltouchisensitiveldisplay
panel.JWheniconnecteditolaldataiprojectoriandicomputeriit
allowslal computerlimagell tolbell projectediontol thel board.
Thislimagelcanibelcontrolledibyltouchingithelboardieither
directlyloriwithlalstylus,laslwelllasibylusingithelcomputer
mouselorikeyboard.iUsersicanlinteractlinimultidimensional
waysl withll thel board, asl welll asl writell orl drawl onl the
surface,lsavelandireluselcontent,Jandlprintioffithelimage. it
canl alsoll bel usedl inl placell ofi al normall whiteboard,
blackboard,l overheadl projector,l videol recorderl and
television.

Whatl isl happeningl withi interactivel whiteboardsi in
schools?

Public) schoolsl acrossi NSWI arel purchasingl interactive
whiteboardsl withl fundsl from0 variousl sources.l Thel State
Governmentirecentlylannouncediitiwouldispendi$66imillion
overf thel nextl fourl years,l providingl everyl NSWI public
schooll withl anll interactivell whiteboardl tol enablel more
studentsl andl teachersl tol benefitd fromi learningl with( this
technology.

Thel usel ofi interactivel whiteboards] inl Australian
classroomslisirelativelyinew.lFewlschoolsihavelbeenlusing
themi forimorelthanifourlyears;imostihavelbeenlinstalling
themioverithelpastitwolyears.

Thelbenefitsitollearninglofiusinglantinteractivelwhiteboard,
especiallyll ini terms( ofl engagement] andl motivation,l have
beenl clearlyt identified inl extensivel NSW,[ Australiani and
internationalleducationaliresearch.

Researchifindingslindicatelthat:

Thel interactivel whiteboardl is] al stimulus? forl teacher
learning.



Thelinteractivelwhiteboardlprovidesiforlalwidelrange
ofilearnerlinteractionslandiresponses.

Therelislalpositivelresponselbyiteachersiandistudents
tolthelwhiteboards'iphysicaliinteractivity,iconvenience
andlimmediacy.

Thelvisualinaturelofithelboardiislitsistrength,Jaslisithe
engagementi andil studenti ownershipl displayed] when
teachersluselit.

It makesl al linkil tol students'l "digitali culture"l and
confirmsll internationall researchl demonstratingl that
students,l especiallyl boys,i findl thisl technology
engaginglandimotivatinglbecauselofiitsivisuallappeal,
pacel ofilearningl and? itsl abilityl tol bringl “theirl world"
intolthelclassroom.

Interactivell whiteboardsl arell ablell tol support] manyi of
thelelementslofitheINSWimodeliofiQualityiTeaching.

Thel likelihoodl ofl successfull implementationl is
increasedl whenl thel schooll culturel encourages
innovation,l especiallyl ifi thisl isl combinedl withl a
supportivelparenticulture.

Alllresearchifindingsllindicatel thatl studentlengagementflin
learninglisigreatlylenhancedithroughitheluseloflinteractive
whiteboards.i Thislisicertainlylsomethingiwelarel seeingiat
Narrabril Westl ind thel shortll timel thatl wel havel hadi these
resources.

What! arel somel waysl wel canl usel interactive
whiteboardslinithelclassroom?

Thel possibilities] thatl interactivell whiteboardsl presenti for
classroomilearninglarelcertainlylexciting./Somelofithelways
whiteboardslarelusediinithelclassroomlare:

Usellthelbuiltl intmapsi tol teachl continents,loceans,
countries,loristateslandicapitals;

Presentipresentationsicreatedibyistudentioriteacher;
Digitalistorytelling;
Teachiwholelgroupicomputeriskills;

Brainstorming;

Reinforcell skillsl byl usingll onllinel interactivel web
sites;

Teachleditingiskills;

Usel thel highlighterf toolll toll highlightl nouns,l verbs,
adjectives,letc;

Teachingistudentsihowttolnavigatelthelinternet;
[llustratelandiwritelalbooklaslalclass;

Teacherslcanlcreatellessonslinladvancelatihomelor
atl school, theni savel themi for futurel usel orf tol be
sharediwithlotheriteachers;

Teachingistepsitolaimathiproblem;

Havelstudentsisharelprojectsioriworklduringl Threel
Waylinterviews;

Endleachidayibylhavinglstudentsiwritelonelthingithat
theyillearned;

Savel lessonsl toll presentl tol students] whol were
absent;land

Usel‘GooglelEarthltolimmediatelylvisitiplacesitalked
aboutiiniclassioriinithelinews.

Howl canl teachers( usel interactivel whiteboardsl inl the
classroom?

Teachingl withl anl interactivel whiteboardl means
teachersiicaniaddressitheiwholelclasslinialnewiway,
usingl thel latest inl educationall softwarel asl part] of
lessons,ratherithanistudentsihavingitolcrowdiaround
al smalll screenl tol benefitl froml computeribased
learningmaterials.

Utilisel accessl toll all largel rangel ofl materials] when
teachingl usingil anll interactivel whiteboard,l including
software,lweblpages,]CDIROMs,1DVDs,lvideosland
television.

Enhancel lessonsl byl addingl video,] animation,
graphics,itextlandiaudioltolpresentations.

Onelofithelmainiadvantagesiofiusinglaniinteractive
whiteboardi isl thatl it'sl interactive.l Thel computeri is
controlledibyitouchingithelscreeniwithialspecialipen
oriwithifingers;Istudentsicanicomelupitoithelboardto
solvell problemslonl it] orl movelimages] around.] Any
changesitolworkicanlbelsavediaslyoulgolalong.

Interactivelwhiteboardsl arel versatile.l Mostl software
willlworkiwithithem,lorlteachersicanicreateltheiriown.
Becausel ofl this, [ theyi canl bell used! toll supportl any
arealofithelcurriculum.

Interactivelwhiteboardslalso:

Encouragelspontaneitylandiflexibilitylinillessons;



Enablel thel integrationl ofl Informationl &
Communicationl Technologyt (ICT)lintol lessonsl and
reduces(thelneediforiexplicititeachinglofilCTiskills;

Enablel workl tol bell reviewed,l savedl andl printed,
includinginotes;

Allowlteachersitolsharelresources;

Arell easyll tol use,l providingl efficient] presentation,
quickenedipacelandiprofessionalidelivery;land

Encouragelteacheriprofessionalidevelopment.

Itisihoweverlimportantifolrememberithatiwhafithelteacher
doesll withl thel interactivel whiteboardi isi muchl more
importanti thani thel naturell ofl thel tooll itselfl Technology
doesinotireplaceleffectivelteaching.

Whatlarelthellearninglbenefitsiforistudents?

Pupilsicanibenefitifromithelfullirangelofleducational
softwarel withoutl havingl tol waitl ford al turn onl the
computerl whenll all teacherl usesl anl interactive
whiteboard.

Theylcanlinteractiwithithelboardibyibeinglinvitedito
solvelalmathematicallproblemiontit,Joritoldragiwords
acrossl thel screent tol formi al sentence.l Workl in
progressi canl bell storedi inl thel computer asl the
lessonigoeslalong.

Interactivel whiteboardi technologyt isi welll suitedi to
supportingl wholel classll teaching;l itl isl flexible,
efficient]andi motivatinglforl studentsl andiitl supports
lessonl preparation.l Thel interactivel whiteboard's
easelofluselisithelcriticalifactorlinlitslpopularityiwith
teacherslandistudents.

Otherlbenefitslinclude:

Versatilitylandiflexibilityowithiapplicationsiforlalllages
acrossithelcurriculum.

Abilityitolprovidelinstantlaccessltolalvarietylofidigital
resourceslforiwholelclassiuse.

Increasesl thel enjoyment ofl lessonsl throughl more
variedlandidynamicluselofiresources.

Morell opportunitiesli forlinteractionl andl discussionllin
thelclassroom.

Reduceslthelneedforinoteltaking.

Studentsl arel ablell tol copel withl morel complex
conceptsl asl al resultl ofl clearer,l morel efficientl and
moreldynamiclpresentation.

Differentl learningl stylesl canl bel accommodatedi as
teachersl calll onl al varietyl ofi resourcesl tol suit
particularineeds.

Studentsidolnotineeditoluselalkeyboarditolengage
withl technology,l increasingl accessll forl younger
children.

Studentsl arel highlyl motivatedl andl canl bel more
creative.

WhatldoINarrabrilWestistudents(thinklaboutlinteractive
whiteboards?

Theselarelsomelcommentsiwrittenibyl Yearl1landiYearl6
studentslaboutitheirluselofiouriwhiteboards:

It simorelexcitingithanithelchalkboard.l(Ashley)
ltiwilllberalgreatihelpitolourieducationi(Ben)
Ithaslplentylofiinteractivelactivitieslonlitl(Tim)

Welcanisavelouriworklinsteadlofihavingitolrublitloff
(Alison)

ltimakesithelinternetleasyitolusel(Sarah)
|thelpsiwithlourlindependentilearninglactivitiesi(Jett)
ltimakesiwritingifuni(Courtney)
Welcaniplayimathsigameslonliti(John)

|t sifuniwheniwelmovelthingsionthelscreeni(Taylah)

Well usel il ford our Spellingl andl Homeworkl charts
(Ruby)

WANTITO SEETHOW WEIARE
USINGIOURI'SMARTBOARDS’?

Atll ourtl nextl Parent] Dayll Clubl meeting,l on
Monday1 61 Augustl (1.00pmi inl Gumbuya),
therelwilllbelaldemonstrationilessoniwithi6C
showinglsomelofithelwaysiwelarelusingithe
newlinteractivel‘'Smartboards’.

Everyonel isl invitedl tol comel alongl to
discoverlhowlthislexcitingitechnologyiworks!

Wel arell alsol planningl tol havel some
demonstrationsiatithislyearsischoolifetelon
Septemberi14th.




